
ISL Beekeepers: Bees and Greenspaces
We are a team of 4 girls who are passionate

about discussing global issues, particularly in subjects
that challenge the well-being of our planet. A constant
discussion topic for us, is how we can create a
sustainable environment that encourages balance on
earth and, more generally and widely, one that promises
a green future for us and the next generations.

After many discussions, our team finally decided
on a topic that we believe is central to protecting our
environment; bees. Bees are vital for the preservation of
ecological balance and biodiversity in nature. They provide one of the most recognizable
ecosystem services, pollination, which is what makes food production possible. Their
importance and vitality are not only limited to their role as pollinators but many more which we
will be exploring and detailing with our project.

After the pandemic made us go into lockdown for a very long time, our bees at ISL,
which our older beekeeper students at ISL were looking after, unfortunately died because we
were not able to come to school to look after them. We were deeply saddened by this and so
our team decided this year to take over the responsibility from the students about to graduate
from ISL, aiming to keep the beehives in good health and increase them in numbers. Put simply,
bees are a great indicator of what is going on in the environment, so protecting bees means
protecting wildlife in general and, ultimately, our future. Bee populations are also globally
declining as a result of climate change. Our aim for this project is to increase awareness on the
importance of bees, starting in our school community, to keep our beehives at school in good
health. Eventually, by doing this we hope to aid biodiversity and green areas around our
location.
Sustainable development goals:

GOAL 2: Zero Hunger As mentioned previously, the travel and pollination of bees is vital
for food production. Therefore this project relates to zero hunger
in that it promotes prevention of food shortage.

GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being Honey has many medicinal properties and bees as pollinators
make them incredibly vital for food supplies. Pollination of plants
is part of a healthy and balanced diet, providing humans with fibre
and significant vitamins & minerals.

GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and
Communities

We add to this goal by encouraging green spaces and bee
pollination within urban environments. Additionally, homemade
sustainable honey that can be sold within the community.

GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption
and Production

Collecting and selling honey from our local bees ensures that the
product sold is ethical in the treatment of the animals.

GOAL 13: Climate Action Climate change contributes greatly to the decline in bee
populations. Part of this is the loss of habitat and so our project is
providing one for them.



GOAL 15: Life on Land A large part of our project is securing the health of bees, arguably
one of the most integral species to our environment.

Green backyards and gardens can be vital resources for bees: growing native flowers and
leaving weeds to develop can contribute to bee health and numbers by providing food and
shelter to them.

These three figures
represent the plans

of our project for the
planting area where
the bee hives will
be placed. The area

is planned so that the
space is communal
within our school

and students are able to interact with this environment.
The intention behind this is to encourage education about
the importance of bees and the integration of sustainable
projects and environmentally friendly areas within our
school community. We are currently still planting the
flowers and plants, planning to grow the garden as much
as possible.

Outcomes and impacts:
At this point in time, the outcome of this project has been established in our taking over of the
school’s beehives. We have been able to effectively keep the bees healthy, and with the help of
our older peers we gathered honey and sold it at our school’s spring fest. Hopefully simply
selling this product raised awareness within our community for shopping locally and ethically.
Additionally, educating people about bees and informing the presence of them at school.

What we have learned/skills gained:
To start, one of the most obvious skills we learned from this project was beekeeping.
This skill required courage for many of us facing our fears and patience for ourselves
and the bees that we were careful to treat appropriately. We also learned a lot about the
bees themselves during the research portion of the project.

Highlights from our experience:
A major highlight all-round for us was overcoming our fears of bees. While it sounds rather
trivial, this meant a lot to us and visible personal growth of each one of us was really inspiring.
Another highlight of this project was the connections and communication we had with the grade
above. By handing the bees over to us, we learned a lot from our older peers in terms of
beekeeping, as well as teamwork and organisation. We are all anxious to continue this project
and persevere in creating a greenspace for us and the bees at our school.


