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PROJECT AIMS        

  

1. To create sustainable connections or relationships with Azza Mohamed Nour School 

(AMNS) and engage in activities that promote principles of inclusiveness (access to equal 

opportunities) and diversity such as sharing resources, educational experiences, 

participating in students’ exchange programmes and fostering new friendships.  

2. To turn our young ideas, creativity and passion into concrete intervention through 

interactive and collaborative community action with Year 8 Girls from AMNS  
3. To foster in ourselves as young people a sense of concern for caring, Global Citizenship 

and volunteerism. 

   

PROJECT SUMMARY (Time Frame: 12-15 weeks) 

1.1: Project Description 

The Cambridge YVSF established a library, donated books, stationery, school bags and sourced 

donations of sitting stools, drinking cups, a water tank and installation of ceiling fans in 
classrooms. The initiatives aimed at creating a safe and comfortable learning environment at the 

poorly resourced school as well as improve the quality of education. 

1.2: Key Successes – Who benefited? Impact on Beneficiaries 

 650 Grades 1-8 students now have access to 650 library books. Library has a great and 
peaceful sitting area, that allows immersive studying for at least 40 children 

 50 students received school bags and a selection children’s toys  

 650 students now have access to safe water through the use of the donated 2,000 litre water 

tank. In addition, 80 drinking cups were also sourced 
 Installed ceiling fans in all eight classrooms, school office and the new library to improve 

ventilation.  

 YVSF donated a whiteboard to the Grade 8 classroom which has 63 students.  
 To raise awareness to a wide audience about the Global Goals for Sustainable 

Development, YVSF featured on a national TV channel (S24) programme. The YVSF 

highlighted how they were inspired and challenged to design and carry out a community 
project in their local community.   

 63 Grade 8 Girls and five teachers from AMNS participated in a one-day Students’ 

Exchange Programme. They took Science and ICT practical lessons in the laboratories. It 

was a first time experience for the 8th graders to be in a Science and ICT labs participating 

in real practical lessons using science apparatus and computers. They also watched a 3D 

educational film. 
 Shared educational experiences with sixty-three Year 8 Girls at AMNS in learning 

technologies, global citizenship and English communication and grammar through 

workshops, discussions and presentations. 
 The impact questionnaire survey showed that 98% of the 63 participants felt a sense of 

belonging and ownership. They felt included and equal in the unfolding of the whole 

project.  

1.3: Major Obstacles or Challenges faced by Cambridge YVSF and how they dealt 

with the Challenges 

 Cambridge Young Volunteers Shaping the Future members nearly gave up the 

project after nationwide protests rocked the whole of Sudan from December 2018. All 
schools in Sudan closed between 13th December 2018 and 13th January 2019. 

Members couldn't meet at school. Major roads were closed and it wasn’t safe in the 

streets. Internet access became limited because of closure from the Sudanese 
government. Meetings were held at Mr Owen Shamu’s home with parents’ consent. 

He filled the members with renewed HOPE! He showed them inspiring community 

projects videos from around the world including those from previous Global Goals 
Competition and challenged them to think out of the box to overcome, persevere and 

be resilient. The members continued working hard with inspiration from the 

challenges faced by AMNS girls, which became larger than the nationwide protests. 
Action plans had to be adjusted to suit time frame.  

PROJECT DETAILS                                                              

2.1: Acknowledgements  

Deepest appreciation to all those who provided YVSF the possibility to complete this Global 

Goals community project with AMNS. These include: Mr. Altijani Mohamed Odon (the MP for 

Al-Nasr where Azza Mohamed Nour School is located), Dr. Salah Ahmed (GM for Cambridge 
Sudan), Ms. Saida Sabeel Abdalla (Principal of Azza Mohamed Nour School), Cambridge and 

Azza Mohamed Nour School staff and students. Special gratitude to Mr. Jakub Goscinny (GSL 

‘While there’s life, there’s hope…’ 

http://gsl.citcsudan.org 

https://www.facebook.com/gslgoalscis2019/ 

https://youtu.be/dv4L7y9H3to  
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Team) for the emails and virtual meetings, whose contributions in stimulating suggestions and 

encouragement helped to coordinate the project. Much appreciated and acknowledged are the 
roles and efforts of Samanyolu Furniture, Elf Tanks and and Nile Cap for their donations, which 

contributed to making AMNS a safe and comfortable learning institution. Last but not least, 

many thanks to the YVSF group advisers, Mr Owen Shamu and Ms. Rania Mohamed Awadalla, 
for investing their full effort in guiding the team in achieving the goals.  

2.2: Overview of Project Steps (preparation and carrying out action plans) 

 8th November 2018, members registered with adviser for the Global Goals project 

 18th , 21st and 25th November 2018, members’ project proposal meetings 

 15th December 2018, YVSF Members’ Team building workshop  

 18th December 2018, attended International Migrants’ Day to learn about community 
involvement and bridging gaps between communities 

 4th February 2019, first visit to AMNS to identify needs 

 11th February 2019, English Communication and Grammar lesson with Year 8 girls at 

AMNS 

 14th February 2019, Fundraising Civvies Day at Cambridge International School 

 18th February 2019, donated a whiteboard to AMNS’ Year 8 classroom 

 20th February 2019, featured on national TV (S24) to raise awareness of Global Goals for 

Sustainable Development to the nation and beyond 

 25th February 2019, shared experiences on learning technologies with AMNS’s Year 8 girls 

 4th March 2019, AMNS’ Year 8 girls visited Cambridge School on a one day Student 

Exchange Programme 

 11th March 2019, held an awareness workshop of Global Goals for Sustainable 
Development and Global Social Leaders with Year 8 girls at AMNS 

 19th March 2019, Cambridge YVSF members went on an educational trip to raise 
awareness of project with business people and create sustainable partnerships 

 31st March 2019, ceiling fans installed at AMNS 

 1st April 2019, decorated the new library at AMNS 

 9th April 2019, delivered the book shelves, books, chairs, stools, cups to AMNS 

 22nd April 2019, official opening of AMNS Library by MP of Al-Nasr, Mr Mohamed 

Altijani Odon. 

 22nd and 25th April 2019, measured impact with participants (5 YVSF members and 63 

eighth grade girls from AMNS completed survey questionnaires). 

2.3: Lessons Learned 

i. Not to hesitate when we should act despite difficult conditions faced. The political unrest in 

Sudan gave us confidence and the courage to complete the project. We believe we are 
actually stronger than we think. #Resilience 

ii. We learned to take active roles whenever we felt like trying something new with our newly 

found friends from AMNS. Project made us experience to walk the talk. 
iii. At the end of the project we realised that good things don’t come easy. Success means 

working hard, being determined and purposeful. 

iv. We learned not to force things, but to be flexible especially with action plans. Wrong 

decisions could have affected our progress as many of us nearly decide to change the whole 
project. 

v. We learned to appreciate life, to embrace what we have, accept and share it. The activities 

helped us to feel the need to enjoy the little things we have. We realised that it’s important 
to count our blessings. Appreciation always requires effort so we made sure we put in extra 

effort in what we decided and touched. 

vi. We learned to interact and share space with others from a different background. Project 
gave us a unique opportunity to be part of AMNS. 

vii. The project taught us to be sympathetic and responsible for others. Sharing has become part 

of our daily routine.  

viii. Perhaps the greatest thing we learned is to always strive to find out who we really are. 

Going out to AMNS made us find out some things about ourselves like realising what we 

like and don’t like, what we are good at and what we might need to improve.  
ix. We learned that sometimes people have high expectations about donor assistance, which is 

something that could hinder the way they view the project. We need to do more to raise 

awareness about working together and taking responsibility with the hope to empower the 
community not to rely entirely on receiving help.  

2.4: Skills Acquired 

i. How to identify community needs and design project aims, formulate action plans and 

collect data during the course of the project 

ii. Organise fundraising events  

iii. How to negotiate with partners (raise awareness of community needs and how partners can 

help) 

iv. Run debates and formal discussions 
v. Problem solving  

vi. Creativity especially when we designed the library 
vii. Public speaking skills during our presentations 

viii. Facilitate communication through teamwork and making informed decisions 

ix. Time management in carrying out the project and to do only the right thing expected in all 
situations 

 

  

Sustainable Partnerships 

Cambridge YVSF collaborated and agreed to present and future 
partnerships with Samanyolu Furniture, Elif Tanks and Nile Cap to 

sustain and support quality education at AMNS. Mutual trust and 

positive community action are the basis of the partnerships. 
Cambridge College London has acknowledged support and funding of 

YVSF projects with AMNS.  A campaign to source for 1,000 more 

library books for AMNS by 31st December 2019 has been currently 
put in place. 

 


